
  

  

Home Away from Home 

A Research Study of the Shabbos Experience on the College 
Campus; A successful model of informal Jewish Education and 
Identity building 
 
Conducted by Dr. Barry Chazan, Professor of Education at the Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem and  Director of Education, Birthright Israel 

 

Today’s Jewish Youth are Searching for Meaning 

Chabad on Campus operates on over 85 campuses throughout North America. These campuses serve more 
than 60% of today’s college age youth. More than 30% of today’s college students  attend a Chabad program. 
Yet, what are the effects of these programs?  

Chabad rabbis have extensive experience in designing and implementing Jewish educational experiences. 
However, until now, there has not been an objective academic evaluation of these programs. This study 
begins to analyze the educational work of Chabad on Campus.  

The specific goals of the study were 

1. To create a detailed “portrait” of the Chabad Shabbos dinner – what are its goals and how does it work? 
2. To describe its key educational components; 
3. To collect information about why students come and how they feel about the experience; 
4. To examine five curricular units created by Chabad-Lubavitch for use at these experiences; and 
5. To explore the broader potential of this informal educational experience for Jewish identity building with young 

Jewish adults. 
 

The results of this study offer stimulating insights into Jewish identity formation and innovative 
educational techniques that can be used by Jewish educators nationwide.  

“The Chabad Shabbos experience and this study challenge the common myth that young Jews 
today are a lost tribe that has drifted from Judaism and is distancing itself from the Jewish 
people…. This study reinforces the theory that instead of defiantly moving away, the so-called 
“lost Jew” is seeking something authentically Jewish.” 

On any given Shabbos ,some 5,000 Jewish college students participate in a Chabad 
Shabbos dinner. The majority of these participants are not Orthodox. Most of these 
students will neither join Chabad, nor become Orthodox, yet they will go on to have 
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stronger ties to the Jewish community, as a whole. This is an outcome worth 
celebrating – and a result that is worthy of major communal funding. 

“Our study clearly points to the fact that the core of this experience is a Jewish experience – a 
Shabbos experience – and not a Jewish organizational event. It is Shabbos which happens to be 
conducted effectively by Chabad. Participants can both enjoy and be critical of elements that they 
don’t like (e.g. non-egalitarianism). The stigma of Chabad does not seem to be a deterrent; the 
latter seems to be more of a phobia of adult Jewry than students. Finally, the experience does not 
make participants “Chabadnikim.” There are no indications of massive change of garb, behavior, 
courses of study, or affiliation as a result of these experiences.” 

The Chabad on Campus is successful because it is not trying to build a denomination. 

“These young people are in search of a person-centered education – an education that relates to 
each of them individually as a human being. Most of Jewish life addresses them as a certain kind 
of generation, or in the name of the Jewish people or Jewish organizations. Contemporary Jewry 
has de-personalized being a Jew; at a Shabbos dinner in Albany, Ann Arbor, Cambridge, 
Gainesville and Stanford, you become a person.” 

The Chabad educational model has a simple philosophy: 

1) Each individual person is unique; 

2) Each individual has the ability to be changed and transformed; and 

3) Education should be aimed at personal growth and transformation. 
 

The result is a focus on the person and real ownership of experience 

“In many ways the personable, charismatic, non-judgmental persona of the rabbi is not only what holds 
the evening together, but what ensures that students return time and time again. The rabbi represented 
a real person, living with a real family in a real home. Students felt that they could talk to the rabbi and 
his wife not just as spiritual advisors, but also as human beings. Having adult respect in such a way was 
not something that many students experienced in other parts of their campus life.” 

As one student put it 

“It didn’t really seem to matter if you knew one other person or you knew everyone, 
as soon as you entered the house it just didn’t matter – you were now welcomed into a 
much larger family.” 

 

All Jews are one family. As this groundbreaking study shows, this one family model has the potential to 
transform the landscape of the organized Jewish world. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


